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Even though ‘disappearance under detention’ decreased in some countries, it still exists in many countries all around the world. ‘Disappearance under detention’ is a special method of repression by imperialist, reactionary and fascist states against the people and their organised forces. These states which are able to use any techniques in order to suppress social opposition used to kidnap and kill people who were against them. They never inform the public or the relatives of these people who have been killed. Thus, the society used to be pushed into fear, silence and exposed to intimidation due to the uncertainties about the lives and whereabouts of those who disappeared.
The first disappearances in the world were recorded in 1920s, and during Hitler period it was carried out under the name of “the night and fog operation”. However, in 1970s, it was used on a mass scale by the fascist military coups supported by the USA in Latin America. Furthermore, Turkey, Kurdistan, The Philippines, West Sahara, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Iraq have represented the countries where disappearances exist.

The organized struggle against the disappearances started in Latin America in 1970s. The struggle, which had the main aim as finding the people who have been disappeared and calling the perpetrators to account, created battle fields such as Plaza de Mayo Mothers in Argentina and Saturday Mothers in Turkey. On 17-19 May 1996, the first international conference for disappearances under detention (Istanbul) decided to set up a new committee as ICAD (International Committee Against Disappearances) in order to give a new momentum to the struggle against disappearances. The conference has announced the 17th-31st of May as the International Struggle Week Against Disappearances. During the International Struggle Week against Disappearances, ICAD has raised the struggle against disappearances and shouted out that people responsible for the disappearances should be brought to justice, and its action is based on this target. 

‘Disappearance under detention’ is one of the biggest crimes against humanity! The people who are responsible for the disappearances have been trying their best to get away with it. However, one day the responsible people are going to be found and get punished for what they have done just like in Argentina and Chile. 

ICAD calls on everyone to raise struggle against disappearances in order to find whereabouts of those disappeared and bring perpetrators to justice.

►Picket
Monday, 17th May 2010, 6pm-7pm
Venue: outside BP HQ, 1 St. James Square, London SW1
(Nearest tube Piccadilly Circus or Green Park)
***

►Public Meeting 

Disappearances, Impunity and Global Justice
Saturday 22nd May 2010, 4pm-7pm
Venue: SOAS, Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG
(Nearest tube Russell Square)
Speakers from Tamil Ealam, Kurdistan, Latin America, Northern Ireland, Baluchistan, Bask Country and ICAD British Section
***

►Film Show

Friday, 28th May 2010, 7pm-9pm
Venue: SOAS, Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG
(Nearest tube Russell Square)
***
►Vigil for Disappearances
Saturday, 29 May 2010, 12pm-2pm
Venue: in front of Westminster Cathedral, Ambrosden Avenue, SW1P 1QW
(Nearest tube Victoria Station)
What ICAD stands for

ICAD is for the ending the state policy of disappearances in every country in the world.

ICAD is opposed to all disappearances.

ICAD strives for an independent and popular movement to stop disappearances and related abuses of human rights. We support the families and movements of the disappeared in their struggle for truth and justice.

ICAD recognises that our struggle to stop disappearances is inextricably linked with the people’s struggle to live free from torture, assassination, unfair trials, political imprisonment and massacres.

ICAD affirms the legitimacy and necessity of popular struggles for social justice. We work with those parties and movements fighting for social justice, and from whose ranks the disappeared have been taken. We encourage and support the collective responsibility of social and political movements to defend their members’ human rights.

ICAD is opposed to all forms of collaboration by the rich and powerful nations with state regimes that carry out disappearances - the supply of arms, trade and investment, and their refusal to grant political asylum to refugees.

ICAD is for the creation of independent tribunals of truth and justice. The perpetrators of disappearance are either members or auxiliaries of the state apparatus. The states that are the authors of disappearance also grant their agents impunity from criminal prosecution. Therefore it is impossible to investigate, prosecute, try or punish those personally responsible for disappearances while relying on the permission and institutions of the responsible state.

ICAD strives to give a focus internationally to the struggle against disappearances. We will co-operate with all existing local, national and international organisations fighting against disappearances. Our intention is to consolidate and bring together movements affiliated together in one international, democratic platform of struggle.


What you can do to help (Complete this section and return it to the address below)

Name:

Address:

Tel:



e-mail:

I would like to:
make donation (all payments to ICAD British Section) of £ ......

To be member of ICAD

To be subscriber a Bulletin

Be informed of further activities

Bank Details: 
ICAD British Section, Co-operative Bank
Sort Code: 08-92-99; Account Number: 65329894


ICAD British Section

C/o Unit C1, 3-19 Victorian Grove, London, N16 8EN, UK

Website: www.icad-int.org E-mail: icadgb@icad-int.org
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